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Rob Gundermann and Baeb Family in a private meeting with Governor Walker.

Silver Alert bill signed into law
By Rob Gundermann, Public Policy Director
Almost a year and a half ago two women from Green Bay shared with me a
heartbreaking story about their parents heading out in their car for what should
have been a short trip and becoming lost for 36 hours. The 80-year-old driver,
Claire Baeb, has dementia and while driving had never been a problem, on
this particular trip something went wrong. “My brain just malfunctioned,” Claire
told me. Along the way people helped Claire and her 92-year-old husband Leo.
For example, when they stopped for gas and couldn’t figure out how to put gas
in the car a stranger filled their tank for them. After pulling off the highway for
a nap they couldn’t navigate themselves back on to the highway. A passerby
tried to give them directions. What these good Samaritans didn’t know was
that Claire and her husband were lost and their family was desperately trying
to find them. Eventually a police officer in West Bend came across them and
realized something was wrong. They were brought back to the police station
and Leo was given a place to lie down. Unfortunately the ordeal was too much
for Leo, a World War II veteran and machine gunner at the Battle of the Bulge;
he passed away shortly after they were found.
Claire is a remarkable woman. Despite having Alzheimer’s disease she has
been an incredible advocate for change. When I met with her to talk about
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what happened and what we
could do to address the situation
she said, “I just don’t want this
to happen to anyone else.” We
immediately began working
to draft legislation and out of
this tragedy Silver Alert was
born. Some of the key aspects
of the legislation we passed
Rob Gundermann and Paul Rusk with
include: alerting all Wisconsin
Claire Baeb and her daughters at the bill signing.
broadcasters, posting information
on highway road signs and
notifying outdoor advertisers. Our goal is to get the word out far and wide
when a person with dementia is lost. The more eyes looking for the missing
person, the more likely they are to be found quickly.
After drafting the bill, our real work began. We then had to get the bill through
both houses of the legislature in a very short period of time. The Baeb family
became tireless advocates. Claire, with her two daughters by her side, made
numerous trips to Madison to speak about her experience and testified with me
at both the Assembly Committee on Aging and Long Term Care hearing and the
Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor hearing at the State Capitol. Initially
I wasn’t sure it would be good for Claire to testify at the hearings, I wasn’t sure
having to relive the experience would be in her best interest, but Claire made
it clear to me that this was something she really wanted to do for her husband
and for anyone else who finds themselves in a similar situation in the future.
On April 1st before the State Senate voted on the bill, the last vote we needed
to pass the legislation, Claire and her daughter Diane met me in the Capitol
Rotunda at 9:15 am. We visited with legislators before the Senate went
into session and stayed until the vote, at about 6:00 pm. The Senate voted
unanimously to pass the bill. A number of Senators acknowledged Claire’s
presence from the Senate floor and after the vote we were invited down to
the Senate Chambers where we took photos of Claire with some of the key
supporters of the bill. It was a great experience for everyone.
On April 11th Governor Scott Walker held a bill signing in Green Bay, creating
Wisconsin Act 264, at the very hospital where Claire had worked as a nursing
supervisor for 43 years. Before signing the bill the Governor met privately with
me and the Baeb family for almost half an hour, listening to the family’s story
and hearing more about issues impacting Alzheimer’s patients in Wisconsin
and legislation we believe will be needed in the future to address these issues.
One specific item we mentioned that would make Silver Alert better is to
include Wisconsin Lottery outlets in the alert process. The Governor thought that
was a great idea and said “it’s done” so we are looking forward to inclusion
Continued on page 10
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From the director
Dear Friends,
One of the pleasures of being the director of the Alzheimer’s &
Dementia Alliance of Wisconsin is the opportunity to discuss the many
accomplishments of our agency. The ADAW excels when it comes to
dementia and moving important programs and services forward.
Our feature front page story on the Baeb family and the passage of the
Silver Alert bill shows the skills of our organization when working with the
State Legislature. Today, nothing is harder than getting a bill passed. We
were honored to play such a key role in passing this important legislation
that will save lives in future years.
The Wisconsin State Journal honored our organization with a two-part front page series appearing on April 20
and 21 on the Dementia Support Team we do with the South Madison Coalition and on dementia research at
UW-Madison. Next was an editorial urging the statewide adoption of the support team concept to save dollars
and provide better care for persons with any form of dementia. We pride ourselves on our innovative programs,
and we are delighted to see our work in print (see our website under the “In the News” section if you missed
the articles and editorial). The paper also covered the growing number of Memory Cafés and the Middleton
dementia friendly community project covered in more detail on pages 4 - 5 and 8 - 10.
Recently two of our program staff members met with a physician faculty member at UW-Madison that relocated
from another major research institution. This faculty member said she was thrilled with the wide array of
programs and services we offer persons with dementia, their family and friends. Student learners working on
degrees in health professions (physicians, physician assistants, pharmacists) are attending our educational
programs and observing our staff during care consultations. This is just one example of how the people we serve
help educate future health care providers so we can all work together to enhance important system changes
needed to make life better for everyone impacted by dementia. The UW has also revamped the “New Friends”
educational program that will match UW students with persons with dementia identified by the ADAW as a way
to help health care professionals become dementia capable.
We are adding two new Memory Cafés to the existing five Cafés: Folklore Village outside of Dodgeville in July
and Warner Park Center with the North/Eastside Senior Coalition on Madison’s Northside in August.
All of this is possible because of our partnership with you and the community. We need additional people
interested in our cause to step up to help us raise the dollars needed for our programs and services by forming
a team for one of our seven Alzheimer’s Walks this fall. All Alzheimer’s organizations are not the same, and in
order for us to be your partner along the journey, we need resources to enhance quality of life – that is what we
are all about.
Sincerely,

Paul Rusk, Executive Director
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HAVE YOU HEARD
ABOUT OUR MANY
SUPPORT GROUPS?
Join ADAW in a caring and
understanding environment
where you can ask questions
and get straight answers from
people who have been there.
Learn creative and caring
problem-solving techniques,
get informed about helpful
resources, and hear about
advances in research and
advocacy. Discover you are
not alone in the way you feel!
You may find that you can
help others who are at a point
where you’ve already been.
Remember, laughter, taking
care of yourself, and planning
for the future are essential to
well-being.
“The support I have been
given by the Alzheimer’s &
Dementia Alliance of WI, and
especially the Men’s Support
Group meetings, over the past
four or five years have been
very helpful and sincerely
appreciated.” –Howard S.
There are many support groups,
at various times and locations.
To find one that works best
for you or a loved one,
visit www.alzwisc.org or
call 608.232.3400
or 888.308.6251.

Upcoming Programs
All of the programs listed are offered often (some monthly and some
weekly) across nine counties. All of the programs are free and require
no registration, unless specified. Donations are welcome to ensure the
continuation of these programs.
MEMORY CAFÉS: A Memory Café is a social gathering place where
individuals with memory loss, mild cognitive impairment, early Alzheimer’s or
other dementias can come together. There are currently five different cafés (with
one starting in July in Iowa County) that meet monthly to visit, share common
interests, and enjoy refreshments. Each monthly café is unique and offers a
program or activity that’s fun and chosen by participants’ interests. Family and
friends are encouraged to come. If you require assistance to participate, please
have someone accompany you.
WE ALL FORGET: Is it normal aging or should I be concerned?: We all forget
names occasionally and misplace keys and wallets. In this program, your common
questions will be answered. What’s normal and what’s not normal for our brains
as we age? What should we do if we’re concerned for ourselves or others?
ALZHEIMER’S & DEMENTIA: What is it? What can I do?: This hour-long
program will tell you about the basics. What are the causes, warning signs and
risk factors? What are practical things you can do whether you are concerned
about yourself or a loved one or if you are interested in helping others
impacted by dementia? Come to find out!
MAINTAIN BRAIN HEALTH: Take time to attend a session to learn brain
health tips regarding nutrition, mental exercise, physical activity and more.

JUNE
ABC’S OF DEMENTIA
Mondays, June 2 & 9
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Beloit Public Library
605 Eclipse Blvd., Beloit
A two-part education series
geared toward families of persons
with Alzheimer’s disease or a
related dementia. Enhance your
understanding of the disease, learn
how it affects your loved one and how
to effectively deal with it day-to-day.
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Session One: Focuses on medical
aspects of Alzheimer’s disease and
dementia. Presented by Carey
Gleason Ph.D.
Session Two: Focuses on
understanding and coping with the
challenges caused by the disease.
Presented by Pat Wilson and Deanna
Truedson, from ADAW, and Julie
Seeman from the Rock County
Council on Aging. Free. Advanced
registration preferred. Contact ADAW
at 608.323.3400 to register.

MAINTAIN BRAIN HEALTH
Thursday, June 5
12:30-1:30 p.m.
Verona Senior Center
108 Paoli St., Verona
Wednesday, June 11
10:30-11:30 a.m.
Prairie Park Apartments
6530 Schroeder Rd., Madison
Saturday, June 21
10:00-11:30 a.m.
Madison Pentecostal Assembly
5109 E. Buckeye Rd., Madison
Tuesday, June 24
10:30-11:30 a.m.
Mt. Horeb Senior Center
107 North Grove St., Mt. Horeb
MEMORY CAFÉS
Middleton: Friday, June 6
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Captain Bill’s Restaurant
2701 Century Harbor Rd., Middleton
Sauk City: Thursday, June 19
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Sauk Prairie Community Center,
Café Connections
730 Monroe St., Sauk City
Portage: Wednesday, June 25
1:00-3:00 p.m.
Portage Public Library
253 W. Edgewater St., Portage
Richland Center: Thursday, June 26
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Woodman Senior Center
1050 N. Orange St., Richland Center
UNDERSTANDING AND
RESPONDING TO
BEHAVIOR CHANGES
Monday, June 16
5:30-7:00 p.m.
Hawthorne Public Library
2707 East Washington Ave., Madison

Guest presenter Kristen Felten, from
the Wisconsin Department of Health
Services, will discuss reasons why
behavior changes occur and give
problem-solving tips to help prevent
and cope with them.

Dodgeville (NEW!): Wednesday, July 2
1:00-3:00 p.m.
Folklore Village
3210 County Rd. BB, Dodgeville
Middleton: Friday, July 11
Rescheduled due to July 4 Holiday
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Captain Bill’s Restaurant
2701 Century Harbor Rd., Middleton

WE ALL FORGET
Monday, June 16
2:00-3:00 p.m.
West Madison Senior Center
602 Sawyer Terrace, Madison

Sauk City: Thursday, July 17
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Sauk Prairie Community Center,
Café Connections
730 Monroe St., Sauk City

Friday, June 20
12:40-1:30 p.m.
Lussier Community Education Center
55 S. Gammon Rd., Madison

Portage: Wednesday, July 23
1:00-3:00 p.m.
Portage Public Library
253 W. Edgewater St., Portage

LEGAL & FINANCIAL SEMINAR
Call 608.843.3402 to register
Thursday, June 26

Richland Center: Thursday, July 24
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Woodman Senior Center
1050 N. Orange St., Richland Center

5:30-8:30 p.m.
Village Hall
319 2nd St., New Glarus
YOUNG ONSET MEMORY CAFÉ
(65 AND UNDER)
Please contact ADAW at
608.232.3400 prior to participating.

TIME FOR US CAMP

Saturday, June 28
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Alliance of WI
2nd Floor Conference Room
517 N. Segoe Rd., Madison

Camp opportunity for teens 11-17 who
have a family member or loved one
with a neurological challenge such as
Alzheimer’s or similar memory/
cognitive challenges. Fun camp
activities throughout the day with time
each day focusing on a healthy brain
including an understanding of
cognitive and memory challenges.
Visit www.alzwisc.org to download
the application form. Scholarships
are available.

Sunday, July 13 – Friday, July 18
Lutherdale Adventure Camp
N7891 US Hwy 12, Elkhorn

JULY
MEMORY CAFÉS
Dodgeville (NEW!): Wednesday, July 2
This is the sixth Memory Café!
If you are interested in more
information, contact Deanna
Truedson at 608.843.3402 or
Deanna.truedson@alzwisc.org

Continued on page 8
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Alzheimer’s Walks
Green County

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
Columbia County

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
Grant County

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Sauk County

Come to an
Alzheimer’s Walk
Kick-off to learn
more about the
Alzheimer’s Walk!
Topics Include:
• Day-of-Walk schedule
• Fundraising ideas
• How to sign-up
• Much more!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

Columbia County
Walk Kick-off

Richland County

Thursday, June 19 | 5:00 p.m.
Portage Public Library,
Bidwell Room
253 W. Edgewater St., Portage

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
Dane County

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Iowa County

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4

RSVP to janet.wiegel@alzwisc.org
or 608.697.2838

Richland County
Walk Kick-off
Friday, June 27 | 12:00 p.m.
Golden Living Center-Riverdale
1000 N. Wisconsin Ave., Muscoda
RSVP to becky.debuhr@alzwisc.org
or 608.723.4288

Sauk County
Walk Kick-off

Are you registered for the
right walk?
Some of you may see advertisements or receive emails for Walk
to End Alzheimer’s in Madison or Janesville. Always look for
the Alzheimer’s & Dementia Alliance of Wisconsin logo or the
Alzheimer’s Walk logo to make sure you’re supporting the local
programs and services that have been helping south central
Wisconsin for almost 30 years.
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Wednesday, June 18 | 8:30 a.m.
Sauk County Health Care Center
1050 Clark St., Reedsburg
RSVP to janet.wiegel@alzwisc.org
or 608.697.2838

Carol Olson
“Moves On”
One of the strengths of the
ADAW is the dementia
knowledge gained over
many years of work in a
most complicated field. Carol
Olson, Outreach Specialist for
Columbia and Sauk County, is a perfect example of
this commitment. She has been with us for 11 years,
first as the Alzheimer’s Family Caregiver Support
Program Coordinator beginning in 2003, and as
Outreach Specialist since 2006 when the Columbia/
Sauk office opened in 2006. She now retires to
spend more time with her husband Kevin – as you
might expect, it will be an extremely active retirement!
Carol’s ability to analyze, organize and multi-task
many details simultaneously has benefited scores
of people impacted by any form of dementia all
these years. She has done hundreds of in-depth
care consultations for families needing expert
advice on how to proceed. The first Memory Café
in Wisconsin, in Sauk City, started under Carol’s
leadership, followed by another one in Portage
in the beautiful new library. Carol closely follows
all news reports on dementia which she has
incorporated into ADAW educational events and
discussions with everyone she talks with throughout
very long days. She has gone above and beyond
her role to make sure that people with dementia and
their families have the best information possible, to
guide them in their journey and to foster community
relationships that help serve them well. Planning
her retirement was no exception! Carol gave her
notice months in advance and recommended Janet
Wiegel from Portage to replace her. Janet and Carol
have been “job sharing” since January to make the
transition as smooth as possible.
Thank you so much Carol for your thoughtfulness,
dedication and hard work on behalf of so many
grateful families.

Research Update
WADRC NEEDS RESEARCH VOLUNTEERS WHOSE
PARENTS DID NOT HAVE ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE
Many of our research participants enlist in our studies
because they have a parent with Alzheimer’s disease.
But to really understand risk associated with parental
history we need a comparison group. In other words,
we need volunteers who do not have a parental history
of the illness, in addition to the adult children of patients
with Alzheimer’s disease. Understandably, if you don’t
have a family history of Alzheimer’s disease, it might not
occur to you that you too can be part of the efforts to
prevent Alzheimer’s disease. Can you help us find and
enlist middle aged adults whose father lived to the age
of 70 and whose mother lived to age 75 without signs of
dementia? We need your voice to spread this message
about prevention research.
If you are interested in learning more about participating
in our studies, please call the Wisconsin Alzheimer’s
Disease Research Center (WADRC) at 608.263.2582.
DEAN FOUNDATION CONDUCTING
MEMORY-RELATED RESEARCH STUDIES
Dean Foundation, the non-profit affiliate of Dean Health
System, is currently conducting two separate clinical
research studies related to Alzheimer’s disease. The goals of
the studies are to help better understand the progression of
Alzheimer’s disease and to advance potential treatments of
the disease. Both healthy seniors and people diagnosed with
mild to moderate Alzheimer’s are needed for the studies.
Study #697, for Healthy Seniors - The “Tomorrow
study” is for healthy seniors 65-83 years of age. The study
seeks to learn more about the genetic risk of developing
mild cognitive impairment due to Alzheimer’s disease and
whether an investigational medication may prove effective
in delaying the first symptoms of this condition.
Study #688, for people with Mild to Moderate
Alzheimer’s - This study is for adults 60 years of age and
older who have been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and are
showing symptoms of the disease. To qualify, participants
must have a loved one or caregiver willing to participate.
For more information about either study, visit dean.org
or call JoAnn at 608.827.2333.
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Welcome to our New Staff!

Continued from page 5

JANET WIEGEL, OUTREACH SPECIALIST: Janet is
thrilled to be working at the Alzheimer’s & Dementia
Alliance of Wisconsin as the outreach specialist for
Columbia and Sauk counties. Her journey has been a
long one in coming to this position. A graduate of UWStout, she taught for 10 years but left teaching to care
for her parents, who were having health problems—
congestive heart failure and Parkinson’s Disease
Dementia. She was a home caregiver for six years, and
then a care partner for her father at a wonderful memory care facility for four
years. She had a great resource in the Alzheimer’s and Dementia Alliance of
Wisconsin. After his death, she began volunteering at an assisted living facility,
and eventually became the activity director there.

Tuesday, July 15
6:30-7:30 p.m.
River of Life UMC
2345 Prairie Ave., Beloit

Janet connected with ADAW while caring for her father. She began attending
walks, volunteering as a speaker, serving on the Columbia County Alzheimer’s
Walk committee, and served as an honorary chair and forget-me-not painting
artist. “It is an honor to move into this position and now help others as they
make their journey,” said Janet.
I am amazed every day at the people in this organization. Their knowledge
and compassion have given so many people the support they need, and I look
forward to encouraging people in my communities.”
In her spare time, Janet loves to kayak on the area lakes and rivers, read
environmental books, cross-stitch and bead work, and camp at state parks.
JULIE SHEAHAN, COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR: Julie Sheahan
joined ADAW in February. She has four years’ experience in the not-for-profit
sector and communications. Before joining the Alzheimer’s & Dementia Alliance
of Wisconsin, she worked for a local animal rescue as both an adoption and
volunteer coordinator. In addition, Julie spent eight years as the office and
marketing manager for a boutique real estate company. A graduate of the
University of Wisconsin- Madison, Julie has a degree in Cultural Anthropology
and Art History.
Her prior experience with non-profits revealed a passion to serve the
community. She is eager to bring that excitement to ADAW and promote the
wonderful programs it provides. “The transition has been fantastic. It was
obvious from the start that each and every staff member cares deeply about the
ADAW’s mission and I am happy to be a part of the team,” said Julie.
In her free time, Julie continues volunteer work with the animal rescue, assisting
at the adoption clinics and fundraising events and is currently fostering a senior
Maltese. With a small workshop in her basement, she enjoys creating custom
art pieces or screen prints. When the weather is nice, she can be found tending
to her flower and vegetable gardens or reading a book.
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WE ALL FORGET

ABC’S OF ALZHEIMER’S
AND DEMENTIA
Monday, July 21
5:30-7:00 p.m.
Alicia Ashman Public Library
733 N. High Point Rd., Madison
Learn how dementia-related diseases
affect the person diagnosed and
important tools and supports
available to family caregivers.
YOUNG ONSET MEMORY CAFÉ
(65 AND UNDER)
Please contact ADAW at
608.232.3400 prior to participating.
Saturday, July 26
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Alliance of WI
2nd Floor Conference Room
517 N. Segoe Rd., Madison

AUGUST
MEMORY CAFÉS
Middleton: Friday, August 1
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Captain Bill’s Restaurant
2701 Century Harbor Rd., Middleton
Dodgeville: Wednesday, August 6
1:00-3:00 p.m.
Folklore Village
3210 County Rd. BB, Dodgeville
Sauk City: Thursday, August 21
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Sauk Prairie Community Center,
Café Connections
730 Monroe St., Sauk City

Portage: Wednesday, August 27
1:00-3:00 p.m.
Portage Public Library
253 W. Edgewater St., Portage
Richland Center: Thursday, August 28
9:30-11:30 a.m.
Woodman Senior Center
1050 N. Orange St., Richland Center
NEW! Watch for more information about
our Memory Café beginning in August
at Warner Park in conjunction with the
North/East Side Senior Coalition.

KEEPING ACTIVE WHEN
LIVING WITH DEMENTIA
Monday, August 18
5:30-7:00 p.m.
Hawthorne Public Library
2707 East Washington Ave., Madison

Diversity update
By Charlie Daniel
The Role of African American Churches in Alzheimer’s
The church and its pastor play a big role in some
African American communities. The pastor acts not only
as a spiritual leader, but also as marriage counselor,
psychologist, giving advice on issues like alcohol and
drug dependence, domestic violence, mental health and
other relating health issues.
It is often the pastor or church members who first
notice changes related to dementia in members of the
congregation. For example, the pastor knows when
Mrs. Annie Mae, lead singer in the choir, is no longer singing with that angelic
voice of hers or has stopped coming to choir rehearsals. When Mr. Benjamin
is no longer able to be on the deacon board, it is the pastor who talks with the
members to make arrangements for him to participate in church service and
makes him feel welcome.

Discover tips and resources to support
continued involvement in home and
community activities.

For the last two years I have worked with churches in Madison and Beloit to
address the issue of dementia and Alzheimer’s disease in the African American
community. In order to bring this silent epidemic out of the closet, I thought it
important to enlist the help of pastors, by encouraging them to be screened in

YOUNG ONSET MEMORY CAFÉ
(65 AND UNDER)
Please contact ADAW at
608.232.3400 prior to participating.

order to inform their members that it doesn’t hurt!

Saturday, August 23
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Alliance of WI
2nd Floor Conference Room
517 N. Segoe Rd., Madison

What can the church and its members do to support and empower the person
with Alzheimer’s?
•E
 ngage in short prayers or inspirational stories lasting
no longer than five minutes.
•U
 se older translations of scriptures and encourage interaction;
the person with dementia may no longer relate to the newer,
international versions.
• F oster an atmosphere of joy, trust and comfort.

SAVE THE DATE!

•M
 ake connections through music. Traditional songs or older
hymns might be better received than more modern spiritual music.

LEGAL & FINANCIAL SEMINAR

• Plan short, frequent home visits rather than lengthy ones.

Guest presenter: Sheila Stuart-Kelly
Supper provided

•E
 ncourage the person to take part in services and social
events appropriate to his or her abilities, like singing in
the choir or attending a congregation dinner.

Wednesday, October 8
5:30-8:00 p.m.
Benevento’s Restaurant
1621 Progressive Parkway, Platteville

•M
 ost of all give the person and his or her caregiver the
resources and support they need.
If you need additional information on how the church and its member can help
with dementia and Alzheimer’s, please call Charlie Daniel at 608.204.9789
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Dementia Friendly
Community

Continued from page 2

Change is coming. Our state, our nation and
many other countries around the world are
beginning to recognize that we are faced with
a great challenge in the upcoming years as
more and more people are diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia. At the
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Alliance of Wisconsin
(ADAW), we are rising to meet this challenge by
working to create a Dementia Friendly Community in Middleton, Wisconsin.
This concept originated in Europe and has begun to spread into Wisconsin and
Minnesota. Watertown, Wisconsin started a similar project in 2013, which we
are using as a guide. Research indicates that by remaining active and engaged
in life, we can slow the progression of dementia diseases. By supporting people
and recognizing the challenges they face, we will increase the chances for
people with dementia to remain active in the community. The conversations
we are fostering will lead to a better understanding of the perspective and
experience of an individual with dementia, which in turn will lead to broad
changes in all aspects of community life.
ADAW worked with the City of Middleton to create a task force made up of
businesses, city departments, police, churches, social service agencies and
importantly, caregivers and people with dementia. This group meets monthly
with the goal of identifying ways to make Middleton dementia friendly and
ways to accomplish this. In April, a resolution was passed by the Middleton
City Council to become a Dementia Friendly Community (DFC).

of that additional method of locating
those who go missing.
Now we are working with the DOJ
to hammer out the details before
August 12th, the official date Silver
Alert will begin to serve Wisconsin’s
dementia population. It doesn’t give
us a lot of time but we really wanted
it up and running before the cold
weather sets in.
Passing this bill was difficult, it took
a lot of time and resources, but
knowing Silver Alert will save lives
gave us a great deal of motivation
to make sure the bill passed this
session. We don’t ever want someone
with dementia to pass away lost
and alone, and Silver Alert will help
prevent that from happening.

The DFC task force will be working to train businesses and staff on how
best to recognize, support and serve a person who has dementia. The City
of Middleton is using suggestions made by participants from the Middleton
Memory Café, which meets at Captain Bills, to create a dementia friendly
park. The Memory Café is an important part of a dementia friendly community,
providing ongoing support to the person with dementia and their caregiver,
which is a vital component as we move forward.
If you would like more information about the Dementia Friendly Community
project in Middleton, contact Joy Schmidt at joy.schmidt@alzwisc.org.
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Rob Gundermann,
Public Policy Director
Gundermann@alzwisc.org
608-232-3408
Follow me on Twitter
at Rob Gundermann
or @TwinAiredales

Volunteer
Spotlight

Living with humor,
not shame
Submitted by Guerdon and Jan Coombs
My husband, Guerdon Coombs, is a retired
physician who knows that laughter can
sometimes be the best medicine. And he
showed its value when we joined seniors
from various parts of the U.S. and Canada
on a three-week trip last winter. What we
learned on the journey may help others in

Peggy Ahlgren has been
volunteering for the ADAW
since January of 2013. She
is an extremely active retiree
who divides her time between
adventurous world travels and
working in our office. Peggy
is very knowledgeable about
native plant species and also
volunteers with the Pope Nature
Conservancy. She is an absolute
joy to have in the office and
regularly puts in 25 hours a
month helping with facilitator
mailings, storage room inventory,
postcards and data management.

the early stages of memory loss.

Peggy has been a welcome
addition to the ADAW’s
super human volunteer team.
Her attention to detail is
outstanding. She works very
well independently and with her
team. There is always a huge
glowing smile on her face when
she walks in the door. Beware! It
is contagious! We are so blessed
to have her with us. Our staff
appreciates her and all of our
hard working volunteers so very
much! Thank You!

Alzheimer’s. Out in the lounge, I found Guerdon engrossed in a conversation

When the tour group held its first meeting,
our guide invited us to share a little
information about ourselves. Guerdon
gave a brief account of his interests. But
before passing the microphone to me, he
said, “I want you all to know that I’ve been
diagnosed with early Alzheimer’s disease.
I’m telling you this because I don’t want you to be hurt or angry if I forget your
name, a conversation we’ve had, or some activity we’ve shared. Just jog my
memory a little and humor me.”
I looked around and saw a room filled with open mouths and astonished
expressions. After we disbanded for the evening, several people told me how
much they admired Guerdon for having the courage to reveal that he had
with a man from our group. He was telling my husband that he had recently
been diagnosed with mild cognitive impairment and was very depressed. He
had divulged this information only to his wife, who was too embarrassed to
talk about it.
During the next three weeks this man and his wife had many opportunities
to observe Guerdon’s interaction with other members of our group; how they
accepted him and how he responded to occasional memory losses with humor
rather than shame. We had a lot of fun with this couple and by the end of the
tour had become good friends.

Continued on next page
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Alliance of Wisconsin • 11

Continued from page 11

Five weeks later I called the wife
to give her some information she
had requested. She was out and
before she returned home, I had a
long conversation with her husband.
He told me he was so impressed
by Guerdon’s behavior that he
had decided to tell everyone he
knew about his own diagnosis. As
opportunities arose, he’d given the
news to family members, friends,
former business associates, and even
some casual acquaintances. He was
so astonished by their acceptance
and his ability to make jokes about
his memory loss that his “depression
lifted and flew away like a balloon.”
When I talked to his wife, she
told me that she had changed her
mind about her husband revealing
his diagnosis after seeing the
tremendous improvement in his
mood. And rather than being
embarrassed by his condition, she
was very proud of his attitude.
The old saying, “Laugh, and the
world laughs with you; weep, and
you weep alone” seems to make a
lot of sense when it comes to early
memory loss.
NOTE: If you would like to share your
own story about living with early
memory loss or tips that have been
helpful to you, please email Danielle
Thai at danielle.thai@alzwisc.org or
mail her at ADAW, 517 North Segoe
Road, Ste 301, Madison WI 53705.
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Third party
fundraising events
Are you looking for new ways to support your Alzheimer’s Walk team or
to raise funds for the Alzheimer’s & Dementia Alliance during your free
time? Consider hosting a third party event!
Third party events are fundraisers organized by individuals with proceeds
donated to ADAW. These events can be as elaborate or as simple as
your time and creativity allow. As we launch into the summer months and
prepare for Alzheimer’s Walk 2014, now is the perfect time to host an
event. Here are some ideas to get you started:
NEIGHBORHOOD RUMMAGE SALES: Everyone has things they need to
get rid of and one person’s trash is another person’s treasure! Pull your
neighbors together and have them help you raise money. Borrow an
Alzheimer’s Walk sign from our office to promote your event.
AUCTIONS: Gather your gently used purses, scarves, jewelry and home
accessories and host a silent auction.
HOME PARTIES: Do you sell lia Sophia or Silpada jewelry? Pampered
Chef or Taste of Home? Stampin’ Up or Thirty-One? Designate a month
to donate a percentage of your sales to ADAW.
FUN AND GAMES: Whether your game is Texas Hold ‘Em or Bridge,
play a friendly round with all the winnings going to ADAW or your walk
team. Host a boxing tournament with the Nintendo Wii. Take “bets” on
the winners.
CHILI COOK-OFF OR PIE BAKE-OFF: Challenge your neighbors, coworkers or faith-based community to a cook-off. Winner gets the
bragging rights for the year and proceeds benefit your team.
CANDY SALE: Who doesn’t need a little sugar from time to time? Rather
than paying the vending machine, have money go to your fundraising!
Remember: Candy can be purchased inexpensively in bulk.
FOOD, FOOD AND MORE FOOD: Hold a bake sale, sub sale, pizza sale,
BBQ sale, ice cream social, and lemonade sale in front of your house, at
your office or anywhere people pass by. Get the kids involved, this is a
great fundraiser for the whole family.
With enough advanced notice, an ADAW staff member may be able to
attend your event to talk about our programs and services. Think big and
let us know what worked for you. Send us photos and we’ll share them in
a future newsletter or on our Facebook page.

Leaving IRAs to Charity
The benefits of naming charities as the beneficiary of your individual retirement account
(IRA) and other retirement plans.
By Paul Schmidt
Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs) and other retirement accounts are subject to a variety of taxes. When funds are
withdrawn from a traditional IRA or other retirement plan, they are subject to income tax. Non-charitable beneficiaries,
such as a spouse, child, or grandchild will be subject to federal income tax of up to 39.6%, depending on the
beneficiary’s tax bracket. The beneficiary will also have to pay state income taxes. IRAs (including Roth IRAs) and other
retirement accounts are also subject to federal estate taxes at the owner’s death, if the owner’s taxable estate exceeds the
applicable exclusion amount (currently $5.34 million).
Until 2014, certain owners of IRAs and other retirement plans could transfer ownership of a portion of that IRA or
retirement account to a charity without recognizing any income. While this option is no longer available beginning in
2014, there are still significant income and estate tax benefits to naming a charity such as the Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Alliance as the beneficiary of your IRA or other retirement accounts. These benefits include:
• Neither the owner’s estate, nor the owner’s family (who may be beneficiaries of the non-taxable portion of the
owner’s estate) will receive taxable income when the retirement benefits are paid to the charity;
• The charity will not have to pay federal or state income tax on distributions to it from the retirement account; and
• Any retirement benefits going directly to a qualified charity will qualify for a charitable deduction, and will not
subject to federal estate tax (Wisconsin no longer has a state estate tax).
If you are considering leaving a portion of your financial estate to charity, and a portion to family members, consider
naming a charity as the beneficiary of your retirement account, and leaving assets not subject to this level of taxes, such
as regular investment accounts and life insurance proceeds, to your family. Doing so will maximize the value of assets
passing to the charity and to your family at your death.
Finally, naming a charity as a beneficiary of your IRA or other retirement account is relatively easy and flexible. While
you always want to coordinate your beneficiary designations with your overall estate plan, changing these designations
in the future does not require that you change your estate plan; you can change these designations by completing and
filing a new beneficiary designation form with the IRA or plan custodian.
If you would like additional information on making life-time or testamentary gifts to the Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Alliance, please call Kristin Larson at 608.232.3408.
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TRIBUTES &
MEMORIALS
11‑08‑2013
to 5‑08‑2014
IN MEMORY OF:
SUSAN AMEND
Velda & Merwin Allen
Lucinda Ashley
Nancy Borish
Divine Savior Healthcare
Janet Epps
Lura & Roland Felton
Geraldine & Larry Gorman
Robert Hagenow
Ardell & Ronald Halvorson
Maxine & John Hibner
David Kampen
Esther Kehoe
Shari & Rick Kleist
Art Loveland
Gary Loveland
Phyllis & James Nelson
Constance & Terry Pease
Patricia & Ralph Rowe
Gertrude & Norman Stilson
Joann Taylor

JOHN AUESTAD
Mary Arnold
Cues
Jerry Hendrickson
Joann Hendrickson
Lisa & Clark Hochgraf
Susan Hrivnak
Anita & James Huffman
Barbara & Joseph Kachelski
Christine & David Phillipson
Lavonne Stodola
Barb & Doug Street
Karen Verhagen

DONNA BARR
Sally & David Berkholder
Donna & Charles Cadenhead
William Derrick
Lynette & Gary Dettinger
Denise & Mark Devereaux
Pam Emerson
Colette & James Heebink
Kathleen & Rodney Holle
Ruth & Paul Jackley
Diane & Joseph Jamieson
Dennis Johnson
Betty & William Komula
Thomas Loonie
Michael Mack
New Richmond
Area Centre Ltd

Claudine & Robert Pederson
Michelle &
Michael Pederson
Tammy & Darren Powers
Jerelean & Charlie Rang
Lavonne &
Rockne Rodenberg
James Sager
Susan Stroh
Mary & Denise Harcey
Avalene Swanson
Nancy & Steven Ulrich
Julie & Michael Walsh

VINCENT BAUM
Christine & Dale Galloway
Kiawanis Club of Dodgeville
Julie Melton
Linda Nettesheim
H. B. Pomeroy

ELLOUISE BEATTY
Barbara & Daniel Abbott
Helen Atz
Marvin Beatty
Paul Buckalew
Ruth & George Calden
Suzanne & Kenneth Clark
Patricia & Douglas Culbertson
Vera & Gordon Cunningham
Peggy & Richard Daluge
M. E. Densmore
Beatrice & Gene Dewey
Fredrika Feeny
Patricia & Robert Fessenden
Ariel Ford
Margaret & Daniel Geisler
Audrey Giles
Sylvia & Truman Graf
Joann Gruber Hagen
Jane Hasselkus
Herbert Hellen
Peter Hoekstra
Walter Holthaus
Kimberly & Charles Kaspar
Andrea & Keith Kelling
Margaret & Tracy Koop
Margaret & Scott Kramer
Trischa & James Loebl
Ruth & A.Frederick Lutze
Jane Maher
Karleen & George Meyer
Robert Nolan
Margaret Ottum
Sandra Porter
June Quesnell
Barbara Quirk
Elizabeth Reinartz
John Roberts
Mary & Frederic Ross
Shirley & Gerald Smith
Victoria & Richard Stauber
Agnes Steichen
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Gale Vandeberg
Virgene &
Richard Vatthauer
Richard Vilstrup
Kathleen Vos
Gail West
Sara & John Whalen
Melinda Williquette
Mary & Gayle Worf

GLADYS
KATHRYN BRAY

CAROL COOK

JOAN GEORGE

Mary Barnum
Janice Bauman
Sally Dischler
Jerry Hendrickson
Judy & Walter Stevenson
Michael Toner

Debra & Douglas Morgan

W. ROBERT CRESS
Richard Schaller

ALICE DALE

VIRGINIA GERMAN
Bonnie Stenjem

BETTY GREEN
Judy & Walter Stevenson

PATRICIA GRIMM
Group Health
Cooperative

Rachel & Dennis Baker
Danalin Bernstein
Harold Blotner
Marjorie Briskey
Catherine Buege
Megan Cowan
Mary Dickey
Jan & Jerry Dowden
Eric Englund
Marianne Fauerbach
Mary Jane & John Harbour
Ruth Hodgeson
Marcia Hogan
Marilyn Laurion
Coralie Lemcke
Mary Lynch
Marshall Fields
Lauri McCutchin Robinson
Kathy & Mike McCutchin
Klinton McCutchin
Carol Michalski
Nancy Moore
Jim O’Donnell
Mary & Jeff Quinter
Michele Radlinger
Lorraine Ranney
Mary Ann Rehberg
Jane Richard
Linda Schilling
Gyneth Schmale
Linda & James Schmale
Mary Ann Seliger
Anne Smith
Jerome Smith
Nancy & Carrol Spencer
Sandra Stover
Eileen Sutula
Rebecca Thomas
Darcy Wanzong
Wisconsin
Insurance Alliance

Judy & Walter Stevenson

CHARLIE HAMMES

WILLIAM DRAXLER

Oren Hammes

Garmen Ammerman
Carole Badger
Rachel Baker
Jacqueline Barlow
Karlen Cochran
Ann Corbett
Neil Draxler
Tim Draxler
Bernie Draxler‑Laurich
Jeffrey & Bernie
Draxler‑Laurich
Patrick Finley
Kathleen Garton
Mary Hill
Rose Mary &
Terrance Jackson
Mary & Robert Johnson
Frank Koning
Tina Kosnar
Tracy McReath
Durwood Meyer
Rita & Jim Mitchell
Darlene Nagy
Barbara Norene
Charlene Ohnstad
Donna & Dwight Paulson
Susan Podebradsky
Sandra Schmidt
Jacqueline &
Neil Shively
John Suy
Betty Vogt

DEAN HANNAM

VERNON BROWN

Megan Cuccia

Mary & Paul Cuccia
Barbra Woods

LEON GEHRI

KATHRYN EVENSTAD
UW Platteville Foundation

RICHARD FANSHAW
Martha Paskey

LESTER GAMMETER

Cynthia Nolen

JOAN HEIBEL
Dorothy Johnson

MARIE HORNES
Patricia Carroll

ELSIE ISERMANN
Jolene Elconin

THOMAS JOY
Jolen & Robert Shelman
Transport Employee
Mutual Benefit Society

HAZEL KAMPSCHOER
Beth Junge

MARGARET KAYARTZ
Nancy & Lynn Van Epps

SHIRLEY KELLIHER
Kari Ace

MURIEL KIRSCHNER
Rosalee & Herbert Bratt
Barbara Crowley
William Plaus
Richard Reinhard

KATHLEEN KONING
Frank Koning
Kelly Ann Sullivan

JOHN KOSEL
Marjorie Farris
Doris Koster
Garon Reinke
Jane Trombley

BENEDETTA MARINO
MICKELSON

ContinuUs

Janet & Jim Brice
Mary Jo Byers
Betty Gehri

Anna & Ronald Albrecht
Jodi & George Marino
O’Connell Pharmacy
Subzero

DIANE CLAIRE CASEY

MELVIN GENSKOW

ALICE MCCARTEN

ARDICE CADY

Division of Housing

Chris & Brad Hougaard

WPS Health Insurance

KENNETH MCFERREN

ARLENE RICHGELS

PAMELA SNYDER

Eileen Vassau

Kathleen & Brian Graedel
Diana & John Haverberg
Nancy &
James Hellenbrand

Lorraine Adams
Patricia & Rodney Deventer
The Guerra Family
Linda & Timothy Hallquist
Brenda Housner
Catherine Luoma
Virginia & Norman Piazza
Karen & Ronald Reineck
Kay Sandstrom
Don Snyder
Don L Snyder

MARY MENTEL
William Frohna
Glenn Gibson
Michelle Herring
Kathleen & Jeffrey Kildow
Francis Lewandowski
Patricia & Dale Lietzke
Steve McCurdy
Patricia Post
Meghan Steinmeyer
Nelson Whipple
Julie Wycklendt

DOROTHY MOLONY
Jacki Damson
Sandi & Thomas Feeney
Dolly Newlun
Shirley & Roger Peterson
Carly & Thomas
Schmelzer
Elizabeth Theisen
Eileen Wilson

DONNA
MORTENSON
Sandra Marquardt

MARILYN MURPHY
Sherri & David Sarbacker

GENE NEALE
Joyce Howrey

VERNUS NELSON
Brian Nelson

MARY NEWGENT
Lisa & Douglas Brinker
Dorothy & Robert Lizon
Linda & James Lizon
Barbara Lyons

CAROL NIMLOS
Mary Pike
Paul R. Rusk
Judith & John Twesme

CLARICE ORVOLD
Charlotte Gilomen

ROBERT OSTERBECK
Mark Hoffman

ARLENE PETERSON
Susan Engebretson

JAN RAPACZ
Judy & Walter Stevenson

SUSAN & CLIFF
REYNOLDS
Jo Solheim

JOAN RICKS
Barbara Leary

JOAN RILEY
Loretta Slauson

SELMA FAYE ROGERS
Kalina Vanderhoof

MARIA RUBIO

STANLEY SOLES

Gail Bowers‑McKay
Lois & Lewis White
Wisconsin Department
of Transportation

Eleonora Jedrysek
James Krol
Patricia Maddox
Kristin Velyvia
Jim Welsh

RUTH ANN SAEMAN

JOHN STONE

Rita Kay Librera

Jane & Thomas Arbogast
Gary Blackburn
Suzette Buening
Janet & David Daniel
Mary Jane Ellickson
Diana Grube
Barbara Hlavachek
Darryl Lonowski
Karen Manion
Heather Martin
Nancy Miller
Judy Pagel
Charles Quirt
Jean & John Roy
Ann & Dan Schensky
Dorothy Schroeder
Judy Schut
Vicki & Scott Seymour
Marilyn & Rich Stevens
Milton Sunde

LOIS SCHARER
Susan Antonneau
Jane & Gregory Baker
Don Breitenbach
Fred Broihahn
Eva & Robert Devoe
Helen & Richard Dignan
Nancy Downs
Barbara & Paul Easton
Patricia & Michael Ehly
Judy & Bill Gilbert
Diane & Duane Haag
Judy & Richard Haas
Amanda & Jason Hanson
Cheryl & James Hanson
Dolores Hanson
Harriet Instefjord
Nancy & Stan Johnson
Audrey & Robert Krahn
Stephanie Leuer
Vivian Means
Al Miller
Janet &
Stephen Narveson
Lois Polenz
Mary & Douglas Poole
Susan & Eric Poole
Scott Rotar
John Scharer
Owen Schwerdtfeger
Barb & Tom Secor
Paulette & Edward Spoon
Nona Suhr
Robin Weaver
Scott Wilkinson
Gene Wilpolt
Ann & John Wyss

RONALD SCHUETZ
Bernie Wideen

STANLEY SUTTON
American Legion Auxiliary
Buena Anderson
Ardella & Roger Barnes
Sheila & Michael Bradford
Sandy & Mark Campbell
Susan & David Dax
Lynne & Daniel Dosch
Gerald Fogo
Crystal Foley
H&N Logistics
Lillian Hanke
Ellen & Edwin Noehre
Elaine Olson
Joan Richardson
Julienne Ripp
Joyce & Joyce Rognholt
Pamela & Gordon Sabranek
Maureen & Robert Smith
Janice Stayton Family
Alta & Felix Sutton

Louise Sutton
Fred Tiller
Francis &
Virginia Wiedenfeld

MAURICE WHITE

MR. BERNIE SWEET

JOHN WILDNER

Norma & Frederick Kropp

MS. SUE SWEET
Joan Bloodworth
Julie & Rainey Briggs
Kathy Garity
Tammy & Tim Klaproth
Kayla & Kim Koch
Larry Lamar
Gail & William O’Neal
Linda & Richard Pederson
Mary Pike
Judith Rubin Martin
Paul R. Rusk
Winnie &
Dick Severson
Kathy Cain &
Joseph Sylvester
Dean Ziemke

ROSE TRACY
Kevin Moll
Diane Whitty

JOHN VELYVIS
Amy Godecker

Ms. Peggy Ahlgren
Richard Vilstrup
Grace White

Karen & Thomas Binder
Kathleen & Keith Cooley
Marilyn & Keith Drews
Amy Johanning
Jeanne Jones
Julie Krahn
Lynn Richmond
Jane Rock
Angela & Jon Schmidt
Linda Shebiel
Penny & Michael Sutkay
Joyce & Tom Walker

FRANCES WOOD
Enid Simon

ROBERT WROBBEL
Sandrea & Morris Anderson
Carolyn & Alan Auby
Dolores & Wayne Roberts
Thelma Wrobbel

ADELINE YAROCH
Janelle Peterson

KEN ZEUTZIUS

Ms. Peggy Ahlgren
Mary & Edward Reisch

Theresa Duello
Norinne & Ray Kruse
Eugene Haug &
Judith Stolper

MARY LOU WARE

BOB ZIRKEL

DONNA VILSTRUP

Mildred & Gerald Wilson

ROLAND WATKINS
Liz Van Handel

EMMA WEBER
Craig Nelson

HERB WERLA
Kathy Lauer
Donna Werla

Lorraine Adkins
Rita Fose
Mary Hall
Carol & Daniel Henning
Judy & James Johnson
Bart Jones
Barbara Lumina
Cynthia O’Connell
Brenda Paul
Genny Zirkel

WILLIS WESLEY
Alzheimer’s & Dementia
Alliance of Wisconsin
Barbara Bastil
Julie Batts
Edna Blaser
Theresa Blaser
Elaine & Thomas Burzinski
Nona Calaway
Nancy Johnson
Mary & Wahab Kazi
Toni Rimkus
Beth & William Seydel
West Meadows
Condo Owners Association

Please contact
the ADAW at
608.232.3400
to make any
corrections to this
listing. We are
deeply grateful
to everyone who
has supported
our programs
and services.
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